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I OON'T GET \ I'LL EXPLAIN AS 

THIS, JESSE/ \ WE RIDE BACK TO 

IT'S A DEAL OF ) TOWN/ PICK ! * 

COllRSEr BUT. . . 1 SOUR GUNS, 
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MIS ERRAND COMPLETED LASH WENT BACK 
TO THE HOTEL ROOM HE HAD TAKEN FOE 
JESSE MORSE AND HIMSELF/ 




LASH SAW THE BOUNTY HUNTER OUT OF 
TOWN/ THEN HE WENT TO THE TELE- 
GRAPH OFFICE WHERE A DRAFT ON THE 
LOCAL BANK WAS -WA I T I NG FOR H I M/ 




UI7T4/isr^ 
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LATER, THE COUPLE SAID FAREWELL/ 
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, ..AND SMART.. .. 

mat HE DIDN'T KWCTN -WHAT HE N4AS 
ASKfNe FOR ttHEN HE PINNED ON A 
tWPUTM'S BADGE/ tNATT EAKP KNEW 
THB BITTER TBUTH BUT HE DIDN'T 
TBUL HIM THAT AS A LAWAN 



FRONTIER MARSHAL 



% H£ RIOBS 
ALONE* 



s» 




HEROES 



MONB OUT* 
THE VtMtfi 
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BULL SALT BACKED COHM 
HIM AN 1 HIS PALS RODE 
OH. LIKE I TOLD THEM 
TO/ 



WHOA! WOUNGSTER/ 
NOT SO FAST — I NEED J 
HELP/ I GOT A DEPUTN-: 

BADGE HERE--^ILL 
SUH TAKE THE 





DID tJHAT HE SAID — 
I COULDN'T SEE ANS 
SENSE IN IT BUT I DID 
IT ANWVtAW/ THE MEN 
INSIDE WERE FRIENDLN 
L I KE ALLANS 

HE SAID TUH COME 
OUT IN FI^JE MINUTES — 
TIME'S UP/ 





I "WENT BACK IN THERE 
AGAIN. MIDGE--AN' I 
FOUND OUT SOMETHIW 

WUH GOT TUH LEARN 
-VET/ THE BADGE MADE 

A DIFFERENCE/ 



WKTCH IT, 
BONS/ THE^ 
SURE AIN'T 
PERT I CKLER 
■WHO "WALKS 
W HERE 
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I *«AS LEABN I N ' FAST- 
BUT MOT FAST ENOUGH/ 
THAT WVS A TOUGH BUNCI 
AM • I THOUGHT I WAS 
TOUGHER/ 





I «AS LEARNIN' ALL THE 
TIME/ E^ERS FIST THAT 
CAUGHT ME TAUGHT ME 
? QMETHIN' ME-M^ 

THEV'RE GONNA 
GET ME DOWN "WEN 
THAT HAPPENS, I'M 
THROUGH/ 
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WHEN 


HOLB IT/ Vt 


I FREEZE EIGHT THERE/ M 


HEARD 
BOTH b^ 

BARRELS BB 
OF THAT IS 


mm^^4 


greener H 


■Ia> jf v( j^tj^^, 


SO OFF. t'- : 

IT 
SOUNDED WM 


- 


LIKE ■ 




the endEe® 




OF- THE 






HtORLO/ 




'^yxF^St&rQi 


I 


Sjllt ..^^-i 









THAT -HAS ALL. . .BUT I LEARNED 
THAT FIRST DAV THAT A LAWMAN 
RIDES ALONE — HE CAN'T COUNT ON 
HELP FROM OUTSIDERS/ 




SLOW DOWN, MIDGE/ 

THET'S VORE NEXT 

, LESSON--WE DON'T 

FIGHT OUTLAWS 

E>JERV DAW 1 Kl THE 

S4EEK/ WE'ME GOT TUH 

SET AN 1 WAIT/ 
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me TURN/NO WORM 



JEREMIAH J. ceeStWCK WAS THE 
MEEKEST. MOST TIMID TENDERFOOT 
WHO EME* HIT BUSTED AXLE/ HE'D 
BOUGHT CASH DENO'S HARDWARE 
STORE AND HE EXPECTED TO FIND 
A TIDS, THRIVING LITTLE BUSI- 
NESS/ INSTEAD. HE FOUND AN OLD' 
SHACK WITH RUSTS SHOVELS AND A 
BENT RAKE . . .AND CASH DENO Wl TH 
A SIX-GUN WHO JEERED AT THE 
DUDE WHEN HE TRIED TO CANCEL 
THE DEAL/ ANNIE OAKLEN SAW 
THAT PART OF IT. . . 
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THE 

Queen 
OF THE 
SHARP- 
SHOOTERS 
WAITED-- 
IF THE 
EASTERN 

DUDE 
HAD PUT 
UP A 

FIGHT, 
SHE 
"WOULD 1 VE 
HELPED/ 
BUT J. J 
CRESWICK 

*NAS 
AFRAID-- 



I MADE THE DEAL"- 1 I'LL DROP 

I "HON'T GO TO THE / AROUND 

SHERIFF ABOUT J E'WERS ONCE 




THE $10,000 CHALLENGE ONLY 
JOE WEIDER DARES TO MAKE! 
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IT *HORKED 

JUST THE 

WAV AWN IE 

OAKLEN SAID 

IT WOULD — 

THE BUS I MESS 

PART OF IT/ 

THE RAILROAD 

BOUGHT 

MOUNTAINS 

OF HARDWARE 

FROM J. J. 

CRESWtCK/ 

AND AKIN IE 

WAS WEAKEN 

OFTEN , 

TEACH i NG 

HIM ABOUT 

GUNS — 




IDEA. . .SHE *ENT TO THE 



SIX - GUN HEROES 




J SO THE 



RAILROAD WANTS GUMS 
BANNED HERE IN TCNJhL 
SOU GENTS AGREE OR DO VU 
*ANT TO LOSE THE 
RAILROAD'S BUSINESS/ 



THE GUNS 

COM2 

VI ILL OFF, 

ANNIE/ 

BUT 

W«'LI_ 




/I WLL/ NOU GENTS CASi: -1 



/l..lL„ 

/APPOIWTME A SPECly... 
j TEMPORAtEN MASSHAL — 
( ONLW A FEHJ SHA&S 

RAMWiES WLL OBJECT- 



ANNIE HAD TROUBLE AT 
FIRST. . .A FLASHS DANDS 
V4AS FIRST TO GET 
COCKS/ HE DIDN'T STAS 
THAT *HA"y LONG. 
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THE >«ORD CALLED "MUSTANG" IS A COR- 
RUPTION OF THE SPANISH flORD. 
"MESTENO". ^E COULD SAN LT MEANT A 
HORSE THAT -WAS AT L I BERTW * 1 TH 
OTHERS AND PREE AND GRAZING 




A COWBOY CALLED 



TEDDY 



When you hear the name of Theodore Roose- 
velt you at once think of a famous man who 
was president of the United States. But did you 
also know he was once owner of a ranch? So 
we begin our story on the morning of Septem- 
ber 7, 1883, when Theodore Roosevelt arrived 
at the depot of Little Missouri in the predawn 
darkness. He avowed reason for coming to the 
Badlands was to hunt buffalo and other big 
game. 

After spending a night in little Missouri 
Pyramid Park Hotel, Roosevelt met Joe Ferris 
near the contonment buildings. Ferris agreed to 
act as Roosevelt's guide and the two set off for 
the Maltese Cross Ranch. Five miles south of 
Little Missouri'they passed near Howard Eaton's 
■ Custer Trail Ranch which was later to develop 
into, one of the first dude ranches in the United 
States. 

After fording the river twice tbey came to the 
Maltese Cross ranchhouse about three miles 
south of Howard Eaton's place. Here Roosevelt 
met William Merrifield and Sylvane Ferris, Joe's 
brother. Roosevelt spent the night in the crude 
log cabin. The next day the three men continued 
south along the river to Gregor Lang's place 
at the mouth of Little Cannonball Creek. Lang 
and his son Lincoln had arrived there from 
Scotland that spring to operate the Neimmela 
Ranch for Sir John Pender. 

While utilizing the ranch as headquarters for 
his buffalo hunt, Roosevelt spent several eve- 
nings with Gregor Lang discussing politics and 
prospects for the cattle industry in the Bad- 
lands. Meanwhile, his search for buffalo was 
beset with many disappointments. After a week 
of hunting in almost continuous rains, Roose- 
velt and Joe Ferris discovered fresh buffalo 
tracks. They followed these, through the rough 
Badlands. Finally they came upon an old buffalo 
bull which galloped speedily away. Several miles 
of hard riding in pursuit brought them out of 
the Badlands onto the prairie. 



In the afternoon they sighted three old bulls 
and dismounted. Roosevelt crept to within 150 
feet of one of them and fired. Although he hit 
the buffalo, it raced off seemingly uninjured. 
The chase continued for another 7 or 8 miles 
when they finally overtook the buli. Rough 
ground and the speed at which they were riding, 
caused Roosevelt to miss a shot from close 
range, and the animal got away. 

The discouraged hunters camped for the night. 
The next morning they renewed the hunt. Soon 
they sighted several buffalo. Because of rain 
and cold, Roosevelt missed again and the whole 
group thundered away. The two men spent 
another rainy, miserable night on the prairie. 
But he kept on and he finally got his first 
buffalo. 

Not far from where Roosevelt was hunting, 
the only sizeable buffalo herd then left in the 
world was making its last stand. At the be- 
ginning of 1883 about 10,000 buffalo ranged 
south of Dickinson near the Rainy Butts and 
the headwaters of the Moreau and Grand Rivers. 
Soon they were reduced to about 1,200 by white 
hide hunters. At that point, James McLaughlin, 
superintendent of the Standing Rock Indian 
Agency, authorized the Sioux Indians under his 
authority to participate in the hunt. 

The town of Sully Springs was one of the 
most important shipping points for hides on 
the line of the Northern Pacific Railroad. One 
of the last 'shipments of buffalo hides on the 
Northern Pacific was from Dickinson in 1884. 
That year about 250 buffalo were sighted 7 
miles south of Medora. Soon only bleaching 
bones were left on the prairie. For several years 
the towns did a thriving business in buffalo 
bones which were shipped east to be converted 
into fertilizer. As the great buffalo herds were 
destroyed, domestic cattle began to take their 
place on the vast open range. 

During his buffalo hunting expeditions. 












Roosevelt had spent several evenings with Gre- 
got Lang discussing future prospects for the 
cattle industry in the Badlands. One evening, 
in the course of their conversation, Roosevelt 
asked Lang a question. Would he join him in 
a ranching venture and manage the cattle he 
would purchase? Being himself fully involved 
with Sir John Pender's cattle interests, Lang 
suggested Sylvane Ferris and William Merri- 
field. They operated the Maltese Cross Ranch 
for Wadsworth and Hawley. 

Acting upon this suggestion, Roosevelt be- 
fore returning to New- York, entered into an 
agreement with the two men, and he then bought 
out the interest of Hawley and Wadsworth. Ac- 
cording to the contract, signed at St. Paul on 
September 27, 1883, Roosevelt agreed to place 
some 400 cattle on the Chimney Butte, or Mal- 
tese Cross Ranch, at a cost or not more than 
$12,000. 

Ferris and Merrifield agreed to take care of 
the cattle for a 7 year period. At the end of 
which time, 400 cattle or their equivalent in 
value were to be returned to Roosevelt, and the 
foremen were to receive half the increase. Roo- 
sevelt was entitled by the contract to put it) 
additional cattle on the same terms as the original 
400. 

Returning to New York, he was elected in 
November 1883 to the State Assembly, and he 
played a part in most of the major legislation 
of the State for that session. However, during 
1884, personal tragedy struck. Within a single 
night in February, both his wife and mother 
died. He decided that he would occupy himself 
by investing further in the cattle business. 

In the months that followed, Roosevelt de- 
cided that if his cattle wintered well in the Bad- 
lands he would start another ranch. Following 
the Republican National Convention in Chicago, 
which he attended as a delegate, Roosevelt took 
a train to Medora in June 1884. On his arrival 
he found that the two towns on the Little 
Missouri had grown considerably since his pre- 
vious visit some 8 months before. 

Soon after Roosevelt returned to his Maltese 
Cross Ranch in 1884 he began planning to ex- 
tend his ranching operations. He wrote to his 
sister, Mrs. Anna Cowles: 

','. - - For every day I have been here I have 
had my hands full. First and foremost, the cattle 
have done well, and I regard the outlook for 
■ making the business a success as being very 
hopeful. This winter 1 lost about 25 head from 
wolves, cold, etc., the others are in admirable 
shape, and I have about a hundred and fifty- 
five calves. I shall put in a thousand more cattle 
and shall make it my regular business. In the 
autumn I shall bring out Sewall and Dow and 
put chern on a ranch with very few cattle to 



start with, and in the course of a couple of 
years give them quite a herd also." 

Acting on this decision, Roosevelt sent his 
ranch foreman, Sylvane Ferris and William 
Merrifield to Iowa to purchase 1,000 cattle. In ' 
mid-June the COW BOY, the local paper, noted 
Roosevelt's expanding operations: 

"Mr. Roosevelt is still at Ferris & Merrifield's 
ranch, hunting and playing cowboy. It seems 
to be more congenial work than reforming New 
York state politics. He is thoroughly impressed 
with the profit of raising cattle in the Badlands 
as his vigorous backing of Ferris Bros. & Merri- 
field testifies." 

In the summer of 1884 Roosevelt took steps 
to establish another ranch. He selected rhe site 
for this second ranch, which he called Elkhorn, 
on the Little Missouri River about 35 miles 
south of Medora. In common with most of the 
ranches of that period, both the Elkhqrn and 
Maltese Cross were on railroad or Government 
land so Roosevelt did not obtain title to either. 
He induced two former Maine guides, Wilmnot 
Dow and William Sewall to become foremen of 
the new ranch. 

By August, his cattle numbered about 1,600 
head. The Elkhorn buildings, begun in the 
autumn and winter of 1884-85, were completed 
in the early summer of 1885. The Elkhorn Ranch 
house was one of the finest in the Badlands. 
Roosevelt described it as the "Home Ranch 
House." Henceforth he spent most of his time 
in the Badlands there instead of at Maltese 
Cross. 

At the time of the spring roundup of 1885, 
Roosevelt apparently added more cattle to both 
of his herds. A contemporary news item stated: 

"Fifteen hundred head of steers, yearlings, 
and two's came in Thursday morning for the 
Elkhorn and Chimney Butte ranches of Theo- 
dore Roosevelt. They were in fair condition for 
their long ride, and except for the disadvantage 
of a large number being yearlings, give every 
evidence of growing into good beef. The larger 
majority are steers. A good lot of Short-horn 
bulls and one Polled-Angus were in the herd. 
A thousand of these cattle will be driven to the 
Elkhorn ranch and five hundred to the already 
well-stocked Chimney Butte ranch." 

Theodore Roosevelt wis a popular rancher 
and well liked by his neighbors and friends. 
Who could foresee that this man would be a 
fighting spirit in the War between the United 
States and Spain? Or that he would become 
Vice-President and then President of the United 
States? Those thoughts certainly were a million 
miles away from the cowboys who rode with 
"Teddy" and knew that he was a true westerner 
— one who could take it, and stand up against 
anything. 

THE END 
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Wild 



BILL HAD A SACK FULL OF CASH--THE TEXAS BOEDER TO'NN BEHIND HIM *AS 1M 
AN UPROAR--AND A DOZEN HEANILV ARMED RIDERS *ERE CLOSE ON HIS HEELS 
THROWING PLENTY OF LEAD.' BILL *AS GRLNWING AS HE NEARED THE SHALLOW 
TRICKLE CALLED THE RIO GRANDE — JUST ACROSS IT LAW MEX I CO — SANCTURV 
FROM TEXAS LA*/ 
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■*ASW 

SURPR' 

ISED 

■SJHEN 

THE 

MAN 

LED 

THE 

*NAN 

TO A 

FINE 

HORSE 

TIED 

CL05E 

BV/ 




I RECKON NOT. MISTER/ I THII 
I'LL K1DE SOUTH SOME MORE/ 
TO GET FARTHER A*AN T 
THE BORDER/ 




CHICO'S DRA>« «NAS FAST— ME 
*NAS THUMBING THE HAMMER 
BACK AS HE LEVELED THE 
REAMN COLT. . .AMD FELT A 
SLUG THISTLE PAST HiS EAR/ 
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DON'T PUSH WORE LUCKi 
LISTER/ CHICO.MADE A 
MISTAKE, THAT'S ALL/ 
LIGHT AW REST THE WAG-' 
'WE GOT GRUB INSIDE/ 




THAT SOUNDS GOOD- 
JUST REMEMBER > I'M a 
MITE EDSV/ DON'T TRV 
TUH GET THE WAL I SE ON 
MW SADDLE/ 



AN 


HOUR 


uATER- -AFTER A 


1ST WUH NEED 


US, 


HOT 


MEAL 


COOKED 


3W CHI CO- 


MFftlE 


-ID -HE 


RE 


THE 


FOUR 


MEN HAD 


LEARNED 


r ALL 


O^LHOOTERS/ 


A LOT ABOUT EACH 


OTHER/1 ALL WANTED BW j. 

I "tuc __ __ — «iPfM 




•NHS SHOULD I? I LOOTED THE BANK 
I DIDM'T NEED AWN HELP/ I WN'T 
NEED HELP SPEND4N' IT OR KMP1N' 
OTHSRft FROM 5TEALIM' IT FROM ME/ 
THE ANSWER IS MO, OBMTS...OOOD 
MIGHT/ 



THE TEXAS OWLHOOTER ROLLED UP H 
HIS BLANKETS OUTSIDE— H(S GUNS 
HANDV, CONFIDENT THEW WOULDN'T 
BOTHER HIM THAT MIGHT/ 




,., \-#A^«4SA?//A^ 
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THEN TOOK NO CHAMCES: — THEN I NJUNE 
UP ON THE SLEEPING MAN, THEIR 
SILENT GUNS EEADN . . . 




IT TOOK ONLV SECONDS TO 
TO SADDLE UP-- IN A 
MINUTE, HE W.S HEADED 
NORTH 




THE THEEE OUTLAWS HAD 
FRESH HORSES — IT SEEM- 
ED CERTAIN THAT THEY'D 
NAB. BILL ^BEFORE HE 
REACHED .Sir THE RIMER/ 




Is 




COME ON- 

THE 

RIMER'S 
OK1LW A 
i HALF 

MILE 
1 AWW/ 


^...™._ 




Vi 






% 


:1: :: 


ffoJ 


--^*=^ 








■ *■. L- 






"~ :u 



SIX - CUN HEROES 



WILD BILL "HAS ONLV A HUNDRED NARDS 
AHEAD AS HE HIT THE RIMER/ AMD 
ONE OF THEW'RE • I — 
BULLETS SEEMED TOj 
FIND ITS MAR*/ 




WUH'RE UNDER ARBEST-- 
I'M V4ILD BILL HICKOCK7 
SOME OF MV BUDDIES *NILL BE J 
ALONS IN A MINUTE/ 




IT <WORKED LIKE \FAKIN' THE EOBBERV 
VUH SAID IT I *AS EASV — AN' I 
VGULDiWILD BILL/7 KNEW WHE6E THEW 
*EBE HOLED UP/ I 
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SIX GUN VOW 

the b-bar rancu loomed bm and sp8awung, in the whitb fury of thb 
btokm / winter, had come mabuv to Wyoming that ybas, but the hats 
that was in the hbart of uosuua brant was a steady thing winter. 

_ OH BVMMBR., A HATE THAT COUL.D ONL.Y END IN DEBTRUCTIOin/ 
"iNJUNS.' KICK THEM OUT ■T~WAn- A MINUTE, BOSS.' THE 

INTO THE STORM A&AIN,' I'LL. MA MAN AIN'T NO INUUN / THAT'S J 
HAVE NO E7IHTY REDSKINS IN /**K PAWNEE Bll_l_, THE PL.AINS a 
MY HOUSE / ^^SSff — SCOUT.' 
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confubbp my thb obp/ancb and 

2WGJC SHOOTING OP THB PLAlNBMAN, 
t RANT'S CBBW STOPPBD IN THB/B TRAC KS' 

Slit YEARS AfiO X MADE A VOW ON 
THIS SUN THAT I'D Kll-L. EVERY 
INUUN I SAW, BECAUSE SIX YEARS J 
AfiO MY WIPE DIED IN A SOD HUT > 
AN' I NOUNS 

fTOI-B MY . 
ABY SON .' 





BOSS, LOOK AT THIS. 




BY GADFSEy, YOU'RE, «i£fHT.' 
AIN'T NO INUUN BOY,' AN' MB'* 
ABOUT SIX YEARS QUO THE , 
SAME AGS MY SON WOUL.P &&J 
BOY, DC? YOU UNDERSTAND 
ME? WMERB PIP YOU 
"COME PROM? 
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XOYS! TRICKS! SURPRISES! GALORE 





WHIPffBP HARMLESSLY BY AND THBN 
PAWNBB BILL. WAS AWAY, SWALL.OWM.P 

UP IN THE SMOTHBBIN& WHITENESS... 



HE PUSHED HIS HORSE HARP AND TWO 1 

hours Later bntbred thb Cheyenne I 

VILLABBJ HE SPOKE THEN IN PL.UB.NT 
CHEYENNE / 
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BOYS! GIRLS! LADIES! MEN! 

GIVEN! H »-««> 

i _jsu .. f^,. i#or CASH! 




WILSON CHEMICAL CO 

•JEPT. W-l, TYRONE, PA. 




WHAT GRADUATES DO AND SAY 



NEED FOR TECHNICIANS INCREASING 

Fast Growing Field Offers Good Pay, Bright future 



! Today's OPPORTUNITY field is Radio-Televi- 

i w ■ ■.: , . . .... .., .,. ■>■ ■ 

■ ; ■, : .... . . .- >.■■.:■■■■ 1 

mean big money foi trained Radio-TV 
T.*hi!:rians More than 4,0011 Rsdio and TV 




oldest and largest home atudy Radio-TV School 

Our methods have proved successful for 

rears, provide practical ex 

Soon after enrolling, many N . R .1 . 
to earn $10, $15 a week extra in suure link 

:«:■.- 

■■ i..i. Diploma, 

, canon. Cost is low, terms 

■ ■ ■■■■;»■ National 

Radio InMltuto.Dnpl.SAIO. W— hlnaron.P.C 

■ ffllMJ.MJ.I ■ 1.1 1 

' NATIONAL RADIO INSTITUTE 
Dost. 9AKJ, Wellington 16, D. C 

Mail me Sample Lesson and 64-Page Catalog, j 
FREE.lTCoSalfjsmanwlUc^.PleBBewritepJainry.) ] 




i Can Make YOU a New Man, Too, In Only 1 5 Minutes a Day! 
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' my skinny 97 -pound body 
I was ashamed to strip for 
sports or Tor a swim. Girls 
made run of me behind my 
bach THEN I discovered my 
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